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January 1, 1863: The Emancipation
Proclamation takes effect.

President Lincoln signs the final
Emancipation Proclamation, which ends
slavery in the rebelling states. A preliminary
proclamation was issued in September,
following the Union victory at the Battle of
Antietam, Maryland. The act signaled an
important shift in the Union’s war aims,
changing the goal of the war from reunification
to the eradication of slavery.

The proclamation freed all slaves in states
that were still in rebellion on January 1, 1863.
Lincoln used vacated Congressional seats to
determine the areas still in rebellion, as some
parts of the South had already been recaptured
and representatives returned to Congress under
Union supervision. Since it freed slaves only
in rebellious areas it hence freed no one, since
these were areas not yet under Union control.
The measure was still one of the most
important acts in American history, however,
as it meant slavery would end when those areas
were recaptured.

January 1, 1951: First pay-per-view
system.

The Zenith Radio Corporation of Chicago
demonstrates the first pay television system
on this day in 1951.

The company sent movies over the airway
via scrambled signals, and the 300 families
who participated in the test could send
telephone signals to decode the movies for $1
each. Three movies were shown in the
demonstration: April Showers with Jack
Carson, Welcome Stranger with Bing Crosby,
and Homecoming with Clark Gable and Lana
Turner. During the four-week test, test families
ordered more than 2,600 movies.

Simple though it seems, putting movies on
TV at all, let alone sending them over the
phone, was a technically complex proposition
taking years to come to fruition. A motion
picture presented 24 frames per second-a rate
that created an annoying flicker on TV. The
earliest attempts to broadcast movies on TV
took place in 1928 and included an extremely
blurry hockey game and an excerpt from the
movie The Taming of the Shrew.

Despite Zenith’s experiments with movies-
by-phone, pay movies didn’t become popular
until later in the century, following the spread
of cable TV in the 1960s and ’70s. Although
cable TV had been created in the late 1940s to
give rural households better television
reception, it wasn’t until the 1960s, when cable
became widely available in urban areas, that
cable companies began introducing their own
networks accessible only to subscribers.

In 1975, cable networks began using
satellites to distribute their programming to
heavily regulated local cable operators. In the
early ’90s, the size of the cable industry
exploded, and many companies offered more
than 100 channels to their clients. Today, more
than 10,000 cable systems operate throughout
the United States.

January 2, 1958: Callas walks out of
performance.

On January 2, 1958, celebrated soprano
Maria Callas walks off after the first act of a
gala performance of Bellini’s Norma in Rome,
claiming illness. The president of Italy and
most of Rome’s high society were in the

audience, and Callas, known for her volatile
temperament, was sharply criticized. It was a
characteristic move for the Greek-American
diva, who packed as much drama into her
personal life as she did on the stage.

Born in New York City in 1923 to Greek
immigrants, Callas demonstrated her talent for
singing at an early age. When she was 13, she
went to Athens to study under the noted soprano
Elvira de Hidalgo. Her first major operatic role
came in 1947, when she appeared in La
Gioconda in Verona. Acclaimed for a powerful
soprano voice that lent itself to the difficult
coloratura roles, she was soon appearing in
opera houses around the world. Her talents made
possible the revival of 19th-century bel canto
works by Bellini and others that had not been
performed for decades. In 1954, the “Divine
Callas” made her American debut in Chicago
in the title role of Norma, a performance she
repeated before a record audience at New York
City’s Metropolitan Opera.

Callas’ stormy personal life was closely
watched and exaggerated by the press, as were
her professional walkouts and tiffs with rivals.
She divorced her husband of many years after
becoming involved with Greek shipping tycoon
Aristotle Onassis, but he later left her when he
fell in love with the widowed Jackie Kennedy.

In the 1970s, Callas’ career rapidly declined,
and she died in 1977 from unknown causes at
the age of 53.

January 3, 1777: The Battle of Princeton.
In a stroke of strategic genius, General

George Washington manages to evade conflict
with General Charles Cornwallis, who had been
dispatched to Trenton to “bag the fox”
(Washington), and wins several encounters with
the British rear guard, as it departs Princeton
for Trenton, New Jersey.

Deeply concerned by Washington’s victory
over the British at Trenton on December 26,
1776, Cornwallis arrived with his troops in
Trenton on the evening of January 2 prepared
to overwhelm Washington’s 5,000 exhausted,
if exuberant, Continentals and militia with his
8,000 Redcoats. Washington knew better than
to engage such a force and Cornwallis knew
Washington would try to escape overnight, but
he was left to guess at what course Washington
would take. Cornwallis sent troops to guard the
Delaware River, expecting Washington to
reverse the route he took for the midnight
crossing on December 25. Instead, Washington
left his campfires burning, muffled the wheels
of his army’s wagons and snuck around the side
of the British camp. As the Continentals headed
north at dawn, they met the straggling British
rear guard, which they outnumbered 5 to 1.

Forty Patriots and 275 British soldiers died
during ensuing Battle of Princeton. After the
defeat, the Howe brothers (General William and
Admiral Richard) chose to leave most of New
Jersey to Washington. Instead of marshalling
their significant manpower to retake New Jersey,
they concentrated all of their forces between
New Brunswick and the Atlantic coast.

New Jersey had endured British invasion
and rape and plunder at the hands of Britain’s
Hessian mercenaries. Now, as the Patriot militia
resumed control, New Jersey Loyalists faced
exile or humiliating repatriation. The Howes’
decision to abandon New Jersey Loyalists
permanently

January 3, 1926: Pontiac is born.
An advertisement for the 1902 Studebaker

Electric Automobile General Motors introduced
the Pontiac brand name on this day. The new
Pontiac line was the descendant of the Oakland
Motor Car Company, acquired by General
Motors in 1909.

January 5, 1643:First divorce in the
colonies.

In the first record of a legal divorce in the
American colonies, Anne Clarke of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony is granted a divorce
from her absent and adulterous husband, Denis
Clarke, by the Quarter Court of Boston,
Massachusetts. In a signed and sealed affidavit
presented to John Winthrop Jr., the son of the
colony’s founder, Denis Clarke admitted to

Dumas was the son of one of Napoleon’s
generals, but his family struggled financially
after his father’s death in 1806. Dumas went to
Paris to find work and was hired by the
household of the Duke D’Orleans, who became
King Louis-Philippe. Dumas began writing
plays, which became huge hits with the public,
then turned to historical novels. He published
The Three Musketeers in 1844, followed by The
Count of Monte Cristo in 1845.

Dumas led a tempestuous life filled with
ruinous love affairs. His illegitimate son also
became a writer-the two were later known as
Dumas pere (French for “father”) and Dumas
fils (French for “son”). The son reacted against
his father’s lifestyle by writing highly regarded
contemporary dramas supporting marriage and
family, with titles like “The Natural Son” (1848)
and “The Prodigal Father”(1859) . Dumas pere
died in 1870. Five years later, his son was
admitted to the elite Academie Francaise. Dumas
fils died in 1895.

January 9, 1894:First movie copyrighted.
William Kennedy Laurie Dickson

copyrights the first motion picture. The movie,
filed in February 1893 at the Edison studio in
West Orange, New Jersey, featured 47 images
of a man sneezing.

January 12 1932: First elected female
senator.

Ophelia Wyatt Caraway, a Democrat from
Arkansas, becomes the first woman to be elected
to the U.S. Senate. Caraway, born near
Bakerville, Tennessee, had been appointed to
the Senate two months earlier to fill the vacancy
left by her late husband, Thaddeus Horatio
Caraway. With the support of Huey Long, a
powerful senator from Louisiana, Caraway was
elected to the seat. In 1938, she was reelected.
After failing to win renomination in 1944, she

January Anniversaries

was appointed to the Federal
Employees Compensation
Commission by President
Franklin Roosevelt.

Although she was the first
freely elected female senator,
Caraway was preceded in the
Senate by Rebecca Latimer
Felton, who was appointed in
1922 to fill a vacancy but never
ran for election. Jeannette
Rankin, elected to the House of
Representatives as a pacifist
from Montana in 1917, was the
first woman to ever sit in
Congress.

abandoning his wife, with whom he had two
children, for another woman, with whom he had
another two children. He also stated his refusal
to return to his original wife, thus giving the
Puritan court no option but to punish Clarke and
grant a divorce to his wife, Anne. The Quarter
Court’s final decision read: “Anne Clarke,
beeing deserted by Denis Clarke hir husband,
and hee refusing to accompany with hir, she is
graunted to bee divorced.”

January 5, 1825: Alexandre Dumas pere
fights his first duel.

On this day, 23-year-old Alexandre Dumas
fights his first duel. He sustains no serious
injury, although his pants fall down in the fight.
He’ll later fill his romantic works, including The
Three Musketeers, with duels, battles, and
daring escapades.

January 14, 1896: The Ponzi Scheme.
Carlo Ponzi immigrates to America from

Italy on this day in 1896. The small-time con
man would later stumble into one of the largest
scams of all time and have an entire type of
crime named after him: the “Ponzi scheme.”

For 20 years, Ponzi bounced from job to
job, always dreaming up a way to make
millions but never coming close. But in 1919,
he came up with a new plan. Ponzi told friends
and potential investors that they would get a
50 percent return on their money within 90
days if they invested with him. The hapless
investors were never told much about what
Ponzi planned on doing with their money, but,
when pressed, he told them that it had to do
with international postal exchange coupons,
an obscure field that virtually no one knew
much about.

Ponzi promptly paid off his initial investors
and soon the investment dollars were pouring
in. Thousands of people came to his offices,
where money was stuffed in every desk drawer
and filing cabinet. Ponzi was taking in an
estimated $200,000 a day at the frenzy’s peak.
When a local writer questioned Ponzi’s
financial record, he threatened to sue and
scared off further inquiry.

Ponzi went on a personal spending spree
in 1920, buying 100 suits and 100 pairs of
shoes. He also took $3 million in cash to the
Hanover Trust Company and bought a
controlling interest in the reputable firm.
However, when state investigators finally
began examining his books and interviewing
his workers they found that there was no real
investment going on. Of course, only the very
early investors actually got any money back,
and these funds came from later investors.

Such a scam, known as a pyramid scheme,
inevitably implodes, as it did on August 13,
1920, when thousands of investors demanded
their money back. Ponzi, anticipating the
collapse, had already attempted to gamble with
the $2 million  in a vain attempt to make up
the lost money. Ponzi went to jail and was
deported to Italy in 1934. He told reporters, “I
hope the world forgives me.”

Perhaps taken in by his apparent contrition,
Italian dictator Benito Mussolini gave Ponzi a
position as the manager of an airline in Brazil.
He died in 1949.

January 23 1912: “Exhaust horn”
receives patent.

The Aermore Manufacturing Company, a
Chicago concern, received a patent for the
Aermore Exhaust Horn, a multiple-pipe horn
powered by engine exhaust that played a chord
like a church organ.

January 31, 1971: Apollo 14 is launched.
Apollo 14, piloted by astronauts Alan B.

Shepard Jr., Edgar D. Mitchell, and Stuart A.
Roosa, is successfully launched from Cape
Canaveral, Florida, on a manned mission to
the moon. On February 5, after suffering some
initial problems in docking the lunar and
command modules, Shepard and Mitchell
descended to the lunar surface on the third U.S.
moon landing. Upon stepping out of the lunar
module, Shepard, who in 1961, aboard
Freedom 7, was the first American in space,
became the fifth astronaut to walk on the
moon. Shepard and Mitchell remained on the
lunar surface for nearly 34 hours, conducting
simple scientific experiments, such as hitting
golf balls into space with Shepard’s golf club,
and collecting 96 pounds of lunar samples. On
February 9, Apollo 14 safely returned to Earth.


